
River News. 
 
     The Hurt will be up from Wilmington 
tomorrow afternoon.  The Driver left for 
Wilmington this morning. 
     An excursion will be run by Capt. J. D. 
Bradshaw on the steamer Driver from 
White Oak to Wilmington on August 2nd.  
Fare for the round trip from White Oak 
and Tar Heel will be $1.00; other points 
below, 50 and 75 cents.  Connection will 
be made with the steamer Wilmington and 
Seacoast railroad for the beaches. 
 
[Fayetteville Observer – Wednesday Evening, July 26 

1899.] 
 
River News. 
 
     There was 12.8 feet of water in the 
Cape Fear at 8 o’clock this morning. 
     The Hurt left at nine o’clock, carrying 
among others the following passengers: 
     Mrs. Colin MacRae, Miss Marion 
MacRae, Mr. Neill MacRae, Miss Jane 
McKenzie, Miss Kate Johnson, Mr. J. B. 
Millikin, of Fayetteville and Lieut. J. A. 
Currie, Mrs. J. G. Brown, Misses Sallie 
and Maggie Brown and the Misses 
McMillan, of Red Springs, all bound for 
the Beach. 
 

[Fayetteville Observer – Friday Evening, July 28, 
1899.] 

 
 
Death of Mr. Thos. Hunley. 
 
     Mr. Thos. Hunley, who has been sick 
for several months, died at his residence 
on Winslow street at noon to-day. 
     Mr. Hunley came here in the early 
‘70’s from, we think, Warrenton, or near 
that town, having served as a soldier 
through the war of the Confederacy.  The 
first work done by him after his arrival 
here was to assist in putting in a dam and 
building a grist mill on the McKethan Mill 
Pond, afterwards torn down to make way 
for the Fayetteville Cotton Mills. 

   He afterwards assisted in putting in the 
machinery of the Novelty Wood Works’ 
plant, and was connected with that 
institution as foreman until it passed out of 
the hands of its then owners, when he 
secured a position with the C. F. & Y. V. 
shops as a carpenter, remaining there until 
its sale and removal. 
     About 1880 Mr. Hunley married Miss 
Neily Carter, daughter of the late A. M. 
Carter, who survives him together with 
three children.  They have nursed him 
faithfully and, with the kindly help of 
neighbors and friends, made the last hours 
of the deceased as comfortable as possible. 
     Mr. Hunley, while in good health, was 
a genial companion and very popular with 
those who knew him best. 
     The funeral will take place from his 
late residence at 10 o’clock to-morrow 
(Saturday). 

------------------ 
[Fayetteville Observer – Friday, July 28, 1899.] 

 
River News. 
 
     There was 7.6 feet of water in the Cape 
Fear at 8 o’clock this morning. 
     The Hurt left for Wilmington at 10 
o’clock.  Among her passengers were Mr. 
W. C. Holland and daughter, Miss Katie, 
and Mr. Jas. Taylor to Wilmington, and 
Capt. T. J. Green to Whitehall. 
     Most of those who went down on the 
Hurt Thursday, returned last night.  The 
Star gives the following list of her 
passengers: 
     Mrs. N. A. McQueen, Mrs. Brown, 
Misses Maggie and Sallie Brown, of Red 
Springs, Misses Mary and Kate Gainey, 
Miss Sallie McQueen, Miss Nellie 
McQueen, Miss Alma McQueen, Miss 
Carrie Belle Gainey, Messrs. Jas. and P. J. 
Gainey, Miss Maude Gainey, of 
Alderman, Messrs. J. L. Shaw, Jno. A. 
Currie, D. Currie, and Miss Jeanette Love, 
of Lumber Bridge; Misses Isabella 
Whitted, Emma Whitted and Besse 
Robeson, Mr. Lloyd Whitted, of Prospect 



Hall; Mrs. MacRae, Miss Marion MacRae, 
of Fayetteville; Mrs. Weeks, of Florida, 
Mrs. Cecil, of Thomasville, Ga.; Mrs. 
Rogers of South Carolina. 
 

[Fayetteville Observer – Monday, July 31, 1899.] 
 
 
Carolina Beach and Old Brunswick. 
---------- 
Correspondence of the Observer. 
     The 9:45 a. m. train from Carolina 
Beach the other day took away all of the 
guests of the hotel Oceanic and many of 
the cottagers. 
     The exodus was occasioned by the 
acceptance of an invitation given by Capt. 
Harper, of the steamer “Wilmington,” to 
visit the ruins of the old town of 
Brunswick a few miles down the river. 
     This is one of the many interesting 
localities near Carolina Beach.  The town 
was gradually deserted a century ago for 
the new town of Wilmington, although it 
had once been the seat and chief seaport of 
North Carolina. 
     Upon landing, the party, preceded by 
guides bearing material evidences of Capt. 
Harper’s thoughtfulness, slowly wound its 
way along a path flanked by high, 
irregular mounds, outlining what was once 
Fort Anderson, a hotly contested point of 
the Civil War.  Here and there among the 
earthworks one found the foundations of 
houses that crumbled away a hundred 
years ago.  Passing a long, low ridge of the 
fortifications, the party came, suddenly 
into view of the ruins of St. Philip’s 
church and graveyard. 
     Upon every beholder fell a reverent 
hush.  Before them were the broken walls 
of an edifice built and consecrated one 
hundred and sixty years ago.  Within the 
ruin grow stately trees taller than itself, 
their interlacing boughs its only roof.  
Without are the graves of some of the 
most prominent men of their day.  To the 
ravages of time among these broken 

tombstones the Civil War added Federal 
pillage. 
     Not far distant is the spot where the 
first armed American resistance to British 
tyranny occurred eight years before the 
Boston Tea Party. 
     Within sight of the Brunswick landing 
are several colonial plantations in a fine 
state of preservation. 
     The Carolina Beach party were 
intensely interested in the scene, which 
was made more real by the reading within 
St. Philip’s walls of historical sketches of 
the spot, from Mr. James Sprunt’s “Tales 
of the Cape Fear.” 
     It was a little journey to be treasured in 
one’s memory, and Capt. Harper never 
extended a more appreciated courtesy than 
this invitation was felt to be by the 
recipients. 
 
[Fayetteville Observer – Wednesday, August 2, 1899.] 
 
 

Big Picnic Excursion 
From Selma, via Fayetteville, to 

Wilmington, Ocean View. 
Carolina Beach and 

Wrightsville. 
 

AUGUST 11, 1899. 
     The first, the biggest, the best.  There is 
no place like the Seashore for a day of 
pleasure.  The cool breezes, the salt water, 
the excellent fish, the association with 
friends, these make a day of genuine 
delight and joy. 
     This delightful party will have special 
arrangements to go to Wrightsville or 
Carolina Beach.  Capt. Harper will meet us 
at Wilmington with the magnificent 
steamer Wilmington and those who desire 
can go down the river to Carolina Beach.  
Special arrangements with the Seacoast 
road will give all an opportunity to go to 
Wrightsville and Ocean View.  Only a few 
steps to take this train. 



     The Dunn Brass Band will give the 
excursionists free music.  There will be 
coaches left at Fayetteville for the benefit 
of those who desire to get on at that point.  
Remember that this is strictly a white 
excursion.  Refreshment car attached to 
the train.  Come along and go with us—we 
will try to make you happy for one day.  
Train arrives at Wilmington at 11 a. m. 
and leaves at 10 p. m. 
     Train leaves Fayetteville at 8:10 a. m.  
Fare for round trip $1.25.  Children under 
12 years old half price. 
     Committee:  Walter Fuller, Smithfield 
and Selma; J. E. Johnson, Benson;  Dr. 
Goodwin and E. Lee, Dunn; J. A. Burns 
and J. W. Ingold, Fayetteville. 
 
[Fayetteville Observer – Thursday, August 3, 1899.] 
 

------------ 
 
River News. 
 
     There was 7 feet of water in the Cape 
Fear at 8 o’clock this morning.  The 
Driver came up today and returned to 
Wilmington this evening. 
     Capt. Sandy Robeson of the Hurt laid 
over here this trip, Capt. J. C. Smith taking 
the steamer to Wilmington.  It certainly 
was a reminder of other days when one 
looked upon the familiar figure on the 
bridge as the Hurt sailed off yesterday. 
 

[Fayetteville Observer – Friday, August 4, 1899.] 
 


