
 
River News. 
     There was 2.2 ft. of water in the Cape Fear at 
8 o’clock this morning. 
     The Hurt left for Wilmington this morning. 
     The Driver did not arrive Saturday as was 
expected, having met with an accident at Little 
Sugar Loaf.  While steaming up the river about 1 
o’clock Saturday afternoon, the crank pin broke, 
causing the piston rod to snap and the cylinder 
head to blow out.  Of course she was at once 
helpless, and as the repairs could not be made by 
those aboard, the engineer was landed and driven 
to the nearest railroad station, where he took the 
afternoon train to Wilmington, to report to the 
owners and decide upon what to do, whether to 
have her repaired where she is, or to have her 
towed to Wilmington. 
 
[The Fayetteville Observer – Monday, October 23, 1899.] 

 
 
 
What Electric Power May Develop. 
     We learn that it is the intention of the Cape 
Fear Transportation Company, when the electrical 
power gets in operation, to deliver and transmit 
its freight from a warehouse in this city, which 
will be connected with its wharves in 
Campbellton, by an electric railway. 
 

[The Fayetteville Observer – Tuesday Evening, October 
24, 1899.] 

 
  
 



River News. 
     There was 21.4 ft. of water in the Cape Fear at 
8 o’clock this morning. 
     The Hurt is expected up this afternoon.  The 
Driver arrived here yesterday, returning to 
Wilmington this morning. 
     The Wilmington Star of yesterday says: 
     The steamer Driver, which cleared late Monday 
afternoon for Fayetteville , had proceeded up the 
river only as far as Navassa station, about five 
miles from this city, when she found it expedient 
to tie up for the night.  At 4:30 o’clock the lines 
and hauser of the boat popped like straws, but 
Capt. Jeff Bradshaw and Engineer B. Jones 
handled their boat well and kept her out of the 
rice fields , which were flooded with water.  They 
anchored her by the rice field banks and kept the 
river all night.  She proceeded on her way to 
Fayetteville about 1 o’clock yesterday, having 
withstood the storm remarkably well. 
 

[The Fayetteville Observer – Thursday, November 2, 
1899.] 

 
 
 
River News. 
     There was 6.4 feet of water in the Cape Fear 
river at 8 o’clock this morning. 
     The steamer Hurt is expected up from 
Wilmington this afternoon about 3 or 4 o’clock. 
     The Driver arrived this morning and will return 
this afternoon.  On her last trip up a colored man 
was drowned from the Driver.  When the steamer 
was opposite Narrow Gap landing, the engineer 
heard the splash of a man falling overboard, and 
stopped the engines, but, like many others who 
have fallen into the mysterious current of this 
river, no trace of him could be found.  A thorough 
examination of the boat disclosed the fact that a 
colored passenger bound for the next landing was 
missing. 
 
[The Fayetteville Observer – Saturday, December 2, 1899.] 
 
 
 



River News. 
     There was 7 feet of water in the Cape Fear 
river at 8 o’clock this morning. 
     The Hurt left for Wilmington this morning.  
Among her passengers was Capt. T. J. Green, 
bound for Whitehall. 
     The body of the colored man, who fell 
overboard from the Driver, was found the next 
day, very near the spot where he disappeared, by 
a party of his friends.  They stretched a line across 
the river, attached to which were sinkers and 
hooks, just like a set line, with a boat at each 
end, and in this manner they moved down the 
stream until they finally fished up the body. 
 
[The Fayetteville Observer – Monday, December 4, 1899.] 
 
 
 
Capt. J. C. Smith Returns to His Old Love. 
     Capt. Jas. C. Smith, of this city, has succeeded 
Capt. Black as Master of the steamer E. A. Hawes 
and made his initial trip up Black River yesterday. 
     Capt. Smith was for years cammander of the 
Murchison and then of the C. F. & Y. V.’s steamer 
Compton, retiring soon after the A. C. L. acquired 
that road. 
     The Wilmington Star of this morning says: 
     Capt. Smith needs no introduction to the 
shippers and citizens along the lower Cape Fear.  
His obliging manners and capable business 
management have always made him a favorite 
with river people, and his appointment to succeed 
Capt. Black is a good one. 
 

[The Fayetteville Observer – Wednesday Evening, 
November 8, 1899.] 

 
 
 
 


